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he had been able to associate himself with public movements touch-
ing the corporate life of the people at many points, and had made
his mark in every one of them. It was, therefore, in the fitness of
things, that the politically-minded classes in all provinces should call
upon him to guide their deliberations in the parliament which they
had set up.
The, election gave universal satisfaction. Public opinion was re-
flected in the Press, and many newspapers contained appreciatory
references to the President-elect. The comments of The Gujarati may
be singled out as giving the best presentation of the popular view of
Pherozeshah's personality:
A better selection it would have been impossible to make, and
we must heartily congratulate him upon the great honour be-
stowed upon him in recognition of the exceptionally independent
attitude he has always taken in public life, and of his long and
zealous public services. Gifted with great oratorical powers,
endowed with a generous heart and highly trained intellect,
possessed of a commanding voice and presence that enforces
willing obedience, and eminently fitted by nature to be a
leader of men, Mr. Mehta is bound to leave upon the assembled
delegates and visitors an impression that it would be difficult
to efface.
The Ripon Club, which he had founded in 1885 for social and
semi-political objects, and which had at once taken a distinctive
place among social institutions in Bombay, gave him a banquet on
the eve of his departure. The chairman, Mr. Sorabji Framji Patel, a
well-known figure in commercial circles, exhorted young men to
follow in the footsteps of the guest of the evening. Pherozeshah's
reply was in the nature of a modest disclaimer. It is somewhat
difficult to be modest when replying to a post-prandial eulogy of
one's character and career, but Pherozeshah was in a happy vein, and
gracefully diverted the attention of his audience to two great Parsis,
whose examples he said might be more profitably followed, Dada-
bhai Naoroji and Naoroji Furdunji, who bore respectively the proud
titles of the Grand Old Man of India and the Tribune of the People.